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When will it be finished? by Catherine Nance & Mark Blodgett 

In the 1965 film about the painting of the Sistine Chapel, 
The Agony and the Ecstasy, Rex Harrison as Pope 
Julius II continues, throughout the film, to assail Charlton 
Heston as Michelangelo, “When will you make an end?” 

That is the question many of you have been asking 
lately! You have been so patient and flexible throughout 
the renovation process and your staff is so grateful for 
that attitude! 

Some of you have peeked in the Sanctuary and 
commented that it’s ‘coming along …. How much 
longer?’ 

Just a little longer…..! 

When we look in the Sanctuary, the changes to the 
chancel are obvious. We can see the extra space and 
how worship will be enhanced.  

But there is a lot going on that is unseen: 

All of the furniture/toys/supplies from the children’s wing 
are in the trailers in the parking lot. 

More than a dozen walls have been knocked down and 
more than a dozen have been raised to make rooms 
ready for different functions. 

Three completely new bathrooms have been installed 
downstairs, and four existing bathrooms have been 
completely remodeled. 

There is a new chiller, two condensing boilers, two air-
handlers, eighty new fan coil units, and miles of new 
piping that will cool or heat our space as necessary 
without having to be “changed over” with the seasons. 

The women’s bathroom at end of hallway next to library 
will be converted into two handicapped accessible 
bathrooms. A new men’s bathroom has been added 
beside the women’s, and the men’s bathroom close to 

Wesley Hall Kitchen is being converted into a unisex 
handicapped accessible bathroom. 

More than a dozen different contractors are at work – 
plumbing, demolition, painting, electrical, lighting, sound, 
millwork, HVAC etc. 

And on and on. 

One of our core Wesleyan beliefs is sanctifying grace: 
The presence of God that helps us ‘go on to perfection.’ 
It’s what we sang about last Sunday in our closing hymn:  

Finish then thy new creation…. 

We are really never finished, are we, in deepening our 
relationship with Christ? However, the building WILL be 
finished – someday soon – and will provide room and 
space for us and the community to grow in discipleship! 

Again, thank you for your patience during all of this! 

Keep our construction workers and contractors in your 

prayers! 

(Check the opposite page for some renovation pictures and 

find more online at www.1stchurch.org in the “Renovation 

News” section.) 

*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 

 
Stephen Rainey Dorner 
Joined First Church on September 30, 1984 
Entered the Church Triumphant on July 14, 2015 
 
J.W. Reynolds 
Joined First Church on July 25, 2004 
Entered the Church Triumphant on July 18, 2015 
 

In Memoriam 

1st UMC Staff 

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-news
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Bert Emerson, member of 1st UMC, 
began his hike as Appalachian Trail 
Chaplain on  June 18th on Mount 
Katahdin in Maine, one God's of most 
spectacular creations.   

Since then, Bert has hiked 281 miles 
SOBO (Southbound) in Maine and is 
currently in New Hampshire, climbing 
the Presidential Range in the White  
Mountains  (over Mount Garfield, 
Mount Lincoln and many other 
mountains)  heading to Franconia 
Notch, where the famous "Old Man of 
the Mountain" resides.   
 
After completing this section, he will 
have hiked an additional 100 miles in 
NH for a total of 386 AT miles.  This 
segment is one of the most 
challenging of the AT.  It is mainly 
above tree line, which makes for 
awesome views, but is not a great 
place to be in a thunderstorm.  It's 
rugged territory, with ascents and 
descents of 2,000 feet in a mile.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Pray for the hikers safety 
and pray for Bert as he ministers to 
those hikers in need.  He has 1800 
miles to go to Springer Mountain in 
Georgia, the terminus of the AT. 
 
We’ll be following his travels and have 
some ways for you to support them in 
the coming months, so stay tuned!   

 

1st News 

Three generations of 
Robinson women spent a 
couple of weeks in Africa in 
July.  Jane Robinson, Ann 
Leatherwood and Michelle 
Leatherwood spent time with 

other United Methodists 
working in Medical Clinics, 
Schools and much more.  
They even spent time in the 
Maasai Mara during the Great 
Migration, a time Ann said 
was a great way to see God’s 
creatures both great and 
small.  

   
Photos courtesy of Ann Leatherwood 

You can follow Bert’s journey  at  
www.facebook.com/

appalachiantrailchaplain   

He leads in the paths of righteousness 
for His name's sake.             Psalms 23:3 

Ministering mile by mile 

Sunday School Sampler Schedule 
 
August 9th   Bible Study Buddies 
                      Frank Rankin 
August 16th  Sojourners 
                       Wanda Teffeteller 
August 23rd  New Covenant 
                       Fred Finney 
August 30th  Inspirations Class 
                       Charles Brinkley 

http://www.facebook.com/appalachiantrailchaplain
http://www.facebook.com/appalachiantrailchaplain
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A special journey 
On September 15th 
YOU are invited on a 
six week journey 
through Genesis.  
Jessica LaGrone, a 
chaplain at Asbury 
Theological Seminary 
and staff member at 
The Woodlands UMC in 
Texas is the 
guide.   
 
This special 
study takes a 
look at how 
God chose to 
bless an 
imperfect 
family despite 
their brokenness.  We all have 
brokenness in our families and need 
God’s healing touch.   
 
Bonnie VanPelt is leading this class 
which will be on Tuesdays at 10:00 
am.  Please sign up online or call 
the church office by September 4th! 

1st News 

Upcoming Trips 
Apple Barn & Country Tonite  

August 11th - Leaving at 11:00 am 
 

Back to Brevard 
August 25th - Leaving at 8:30 am 

(Space is limited) 

 
Sign up online at : 

www.1stchurch.org or  
call 982-1273 

New communication tools! 
Over the next few weeks we’ll be handing out the printed 
copies of the new church pictorial directory.  We hope this 
will be a great tool for helping you get to know folks in the 
church you might not know.   

In addition to having a printed copy you will also have 
access to the online version either on a PC or a smartphone 
app.  To keep access to the online directory secure, your 
preferred email address has to be listed with your 
information in the directory or you can’t gain access. (More 
details about this coming soon.) 

 At this time, there are many of you that do not have an 
email listed, but that’s easy to change.  You can go to 
www.1stchurch.org to give us your preferred email 
addresses and we’ll put that address in the online directory 
system so you can access it. We will also 
be using your preferred email address to 
send you an invitation to “The City,” a 
group communications tool we’ve been 
talking about  for months now. (We’ll 
have more details on The City coming up 
as well.)   

To give us your preferred email, just look 
for the “church directory” section under 
“1st Look.”  You can also call the 

office at 982-1273 to update your email addresses. 

Fulfilling your mission 
At this year’s Holston Annual Conference thousands of people gave 
$10 to help fight childhood poverty in our region.  At the same time 
there were pledges to donate 10 hours of service toward achieving 
the same goal.   
 
During the month of September, there will be several opportunities 
for you to serve others in addition to things we already do like 
Celebrate Recovery and Welcome Table.   Below is a quick look at 
some of the ways you’ll be able to help.  We’ll bring you more 
details on each as the service opportunities get closer.  
 
 Work day at the new Compassion Counseling Center 
 Reading day at local schools 
 Agency Tours (Good Neighbors, Second Harvest, Family 

Promise Day Center, Susannah’s House) 
 Work day at Second Harvest 
 Work day at Montvale Elementary School 
 Pack cleaning buckets for disaster response 
 John 3:16 Community Connections Day 
 KARM Donation Truck 
 Blanket Making for Habitat Families 
 Stop Hunger Now! 

Help! I can’t find anything in the Bible 
If you feel lost in Bible Studies, or are embarrassed to 
ask a question, we have a study for you. Join Rev. 
Catherine Nance on Sundays, August 9th and August 
16th at 6:00 pm. (Come to one or both.) During that 
time we will talk about the difference between the Old 
and New Testaments; where to find those favorite 
passages and stories; and how it all fits together. 

If you’ve had DISCIPLE or other Bible Studies, you’re 
fine. If you panic when someone says, “Let’s turn to the 
Beatitudes …” then THIS IS FOR YOU!  

(If you don't have a Bible, we will provide one.) 
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In the last newsletter we 
told you about all the 
progress being made with 
the new counseling center 
that came out of 
discussions here at 1st 
UMC.   
 
As an opening date gets 
closer to becoming a 
reality, there is news about 
the hiring of a new 
Executive Director for the center. Her name is 
Lakshmie Napagoda. 
 
Learn more about this new center by visiting 
www.compassion-counseling.com or 
following the center on facebook! 

The third year of recovery ministries here at 1st UMC are off 

to a great start.  On July 15th, 175 people turned out for a 

special anniversary celebration that included a birthday 

cookie cake.  Of that crowd, 46 stayed for the share groups 

following worship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chappy Chapman delivered the message that night. He told 

everyone that seeing a rainbow made him realize the main 

color behind it is blue, the color of the first chip handed out 

to CR participants.  That chip states, “I am on the road to 

Recovery.”  During the anniversary celebration Rev. Parker 

Benson gave out so many blue chips, that the Holy Spirit 

was felt by nearly everyone in the room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week around a hundred people come out for 

Celebrate Recovery.  It is a place where you can find 

help for your hurts, hang-ups and habits.  There have 

been several guest speakers over the past few weeks 

as well as a look at topics ranging from denial to hope. 

 

Your continued love, support and prayers are greatly 

appreciated.  Keep up with Celebrate Recovery 

Maryville on Facebook, twitter and at 

CRmaryvilleTN.com . 

Attention all men! 

Owen Ragland is inviting you to a special 
fellowship dinner coming up on August 17th at 
6:00 pm.  Full Service BBQ is providing the 
meal, all you need to do is RSVP online at 
www.1stchurch.org, call 982-1273 ,or contact  
Owen Ragland at foragland@gmail.com.  

http://www.compassion-counseling.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/COMPASSion-Counseling
http://compassion-counseling.com/resources.html
http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
mailto:foragland@gmail.com
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Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org  or  982-1273   

Here’s a look at this year’s VBS t-shirt! 
 

Making a joyful noise 

Now that school is back in session it’s time to get the children and youth choirs going 
again.  The youth handbells and the Celebration Singers begin this Sunday, August 9th 
and the Primary Praise Singers, the Merrymakers and Joy Singers all get started on 
Monday, August 10th.   

This year, the children’s choirs will be using a faith-based, age-appropriate music curriculum.  Growing in Grace 
nurtures children spiritually as they become creative musicians.  Developed and field tested by experienced music 
educators and children’s choir leaders, songs are carefully written with singable texts, memorable melodies and 
engaging accompaniments to inspire and appeal to children. Children learn to take time to know God and God’s Word, 
grow in God’s likeness and show God’s love to others. 

 

If your children aren’t in a choir already and would like to join, contact Terry Wilson (sacmusic@1stchurch.org) or 

Susan Daves (sdaves@1stchurch.org) for more information.  

 

 
Adults: 
Morning Glory Chorus   
Each Sunday at 7:35 am 
 
Chancel Choir 
Wednesdays starting 
July 8 at  7:30 pm                                                          
 
Evensong Handbells  
Sundays starting  
August 16th at 5:15 pm 

 

 
Youth: 
Youth Handbells (7

th
-12

th
) 

Sundays starting 
August 9th at 4:30 pm 
 
Celebration Singers  
(7

th
 – 12

th
)  

Sundays starting 
 August 9th at 5:10 pm 

 

Children: 
Primary Praise Singers  
(K-1

st
)  

Mondays starting  
August 10th at 3:30 pm 
 
Merrymakers (2

nd
/3

rd
)  

Mondays starting 
August 10th at 3:30 pm 
 
Joy Singers (4

th
-6

th
) 

Mondays starting 
August 10th at 3:30 pm 

Music Ministry Startups 

End of Summer Celebration 

School is back in session and summer is about 
to come to an end. To mark the occasion we’re 

serving up 
some pizza 
and ice 
cream on 
August 30th 
from 4 to 

6pm in the Friendship Shelter.   All children and 
parents are invited to this summer celebration. 

All you need to bring is your favorite sundae topping, a 2-liter drink or a package 
of juice boxes. 

During this celebration there will be several activities for the children so have 
them wear play clothes!  We’ll also be completing a project for Bert Emmerson 
who is serving as the Appalachian Trail Chaplain (see story on page 3). 

Please sign up under “event registration” at www.1stchurch.org or call the 
church office at 982-1273 so we can get a good idea of how much pizza and ice 
cream to get! 

Upcoming Events 

September 20th—Blanket Making 

October 4th—Blessing of the Animals 

Pizza and Ice Cream Party 

August 30th 

4:00 to 6:00 pm 

Thanks for the supplies! 
Your generosity over the past few 
weeks has been overwhelming.  
You donated hundreds of school 
supply items in our Giving Tree 
drive. All the items will be taken to 
Montvale Elementary School. 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
mailto:sacmusic@1stchurch.org
mailto:sdaves@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Memorials & Honorariums 
Sundays 
*7:35 am    Morning Glory  
                  Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship in Asbury Hall  
* 9:15 am   Sunday School Sampler   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship  
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship  
*  4:30 pm  Youth Handbells (7th—12th), 252 
*  5:10 pm  Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249 
*  5:15 pm   Evensong Handbells 
August 9th   
    4:00 pm Outreach Team meeting, 254 
    6:00 pm I don’t know how to find anything in the Bible 
                  w/Rev. Catherine Nance, 254 
August 16th 
    6:00 pm I don’t know how to find anything in the Bible 
                  w/Rev. Catherine Nance, 254 

 
Mondays 
*3:30 pm   Merrymakers (2nd—3rd) 
*3:30 pm   Primary Praise Singers (K-1st) 
*3:30 pm   Joy Singers (4th -6th) 
*7:00 pm - Recovery 12 Steps/Women, 254 
August 10th 
 10:00 am  UMW (Circle 2), 214 
August 17th 
 10:00 am  Book Club, 147 
   6:00 pm  Finance Meeting  
   6:00 pm  Men’s Fellowship Dinner, Asbury Hall (See pg. 5) 
August 31st  
   7:00 pm  Church Council, TBD 
 

Tuesdays 
*6:00 pm - Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
*7:00 pm - Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
August 11th 
  5:30 pm  Recovery Facilitators Meeting 
  6:00 pm  Recovery Leadership Meeting 
August 18th 
   7:00 pm Witness Team, 254 

 
Wednesdays 
*6:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*7:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*8:10 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rms) 
*7:30 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal,249 
 

Thursdays 

*6:30 am   Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread in Alcoa 
*5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
August 13th 
 10:00 am  Knit Together Ministry, 254 
   6:30 pm  Counseling Center Meeting, TBD 
August 20th 
 10:00 am  United Methodist Women Board, 147 
 

Fridays 
*Starting August 7th 
Covenant Bible Studies, Session 2, 254 
 
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is  available 

at www.1stchurch.org.  
*denotes an event that happens each week 

 

Happening at 
Building Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner    Jere & Joy Ingram 
 

Family Promise 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner   Gerald & Betty Smith 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Al Dockter   Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Steve Dorner               Steve & Ruth West 
Steve Dorner   Janet Proffitt 
Steve Dorner   John & Marion Paulk 
Steve Dorner   Wayne & Donna Doede 
Steve Dorner   Yvette Herzbrun 
Steve Dorner   Jerry & Frances Hodge  
Steve Dorner   Brian & Pamela Wilson 
Steve Dorner              Ginger Futcher 
Steve Dorner   James & Deloris Brown 
Steve Dorner   Lee & Sharron Kull 
Lorene Kimbrough  Janice Kimbrough 
Lorene Kimbrough  Karen Dunn 
Lorene Kimbrough  Joe B. Kimbrough 
Lorene Kimbrough  Kathleen Stewart 
Gwen Norris   Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Roy Smith   Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
 

Organ Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Al Dockter   June Linkous Parker 
Al Dockter   Eloise Hughes 
 

Recovery Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner              Richard & Bonnie Betteridge 
 
 

Welcome Table 
In honor of:   Given by: 
Blanche Badgett  Ivanell Farber 
 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Al Dockter   John & Julie Rochelle 
Steve Dorner   John & Julie Rochelle 
Steve Dorner   Norman & Barbara Hughes 
Steve Dorner   Kenneth & Marilyn Bell  

Session 1, Mondays beginning 9/14 at 10:00 am  
Session 2, Fridays beginning 8/7 at 10:00 am  
Session 3, Wednesdays beginning 9/2 at 6:30 pm  
                  Thursdays beginning 9/3 at 10:00 am 

(for Session 2 or 3, you must take Session 1 first) 
 

Learn more or sign up at:  
www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study 

http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study/
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 Now that school is back in session, youth worship is back on schedule from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on 
Sunday nights.  There are opportunities for YOU to help the youth by providing dinner for them on 
Sunday nights.  Contact Nathan if you need more information or to volunteer to help.  

 
 New youth Bible Studies start up the week of August 17th.  There will be two different studies 

meeting at local restaurants. 
 
 A Fall Retreat is set for the week for October 5th through 9th. 

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  

Several youth spent a week in the mountains of Southwest Virginia 
as part of a Conference led mission trip.  While there they worked 
on home repairs and helped lead a Vacation Bible School. 

On August 10th we will begin a mid-month “digest” version of The Church Bell filled with important reminders of things “Happening at 1st!” 


